U.S. President Meets with Champions of Freedom
February 28, 2005

United States President George W. Bush met with 21 “Champions of Freedom” from 13
Central and Eastern European countries, including the Republic of Macedonia, during his
visit to Bratislava, Slovakia, on February 24, 2005.

The group included Mirjana Lazarova Trajkovska, who since 2003 has served as
Constitutional Court Judge. She previously served as President of the State Electoral
Commission (SEC), as Head of the Human Rights Department at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and as Assistant Minister of Interior.

Speaking to a large crowd in Hviezdoslavovo Square in Bratislava on February 24, President
Bush said: “With us here today is a group of remarkable men and women from across
Central and Eastern Europe, who have fought freedom's fight in their homelands and have
earned the respect of the world. We welcome you. We thank you for your example, for your
courage and for your sacrifice.”

President Bush added that: “The advance of freedom is the concentrated work of generations.
...Eventually, the call of liberty comes to every mind and every soul. And one day, freedom's
promise will reach every people and every nation.”

A press release issued in conjunction with the Champions of Freedom meeting described the
contributions of Judge Trajkovska as follows:

While serving as SEC President, she bravely stood up to threats and intimidation from the
Interior Minister at the time, who tried to force her to falsify the results of the 2002
parliamentary elections in favor of the ruling party. Trajkovska refused to give in to the
intimidation, and the ruling party was ousted in elections deemed free and fair by
international observers, thereby strengthening the independent status of the SEC and the
integrity of the democratic system in Macedonia.

Among other “Champions of Freedom” who met with President Bush were: Irina
Krasovskaya, founder and president of the We Remember Foundation in Belarus, which she
started after her husband’s disappearance in order to seek justice for the disappeared and
other victims of political repression; Georgian parliamentarian George Bokeria, who co-
founded the non-governmental organization "The Liberty Institute” to defend human rights
and freedom of the press; Sonja Licht, director of the Belgrade Fund for Political Excellence;
and Natalya Dmytruk, the sign language interpreter for Ukrainian State Television whose
courageous on-the-air actions following the fraudulent run-off presidential election in
November 2004 inspired journalists and citizens throughout Ukraine.
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IIpercegarenor Ha CAJl ce cpetna co lllamnuonure Ha cii0607aTa

3a Bpeme Ha cBojaTa noceta Ha bpaTtucnasa, CiioBauka, Ha 24 ceBpyapu 2005,
npetrcegatrenot Ha CAJl, Llopu B. By, ce cpetha co 21 “lllamnuon Ha cno6opaTta” o
13 3emju o LenTpanna u Mcrouna EBpona, BkiayuyBajku ja u PenyOnuka
Makenonwuja.

Bo rpynara 6eme 1 Mupjana Jlazaposa TpajkoBcka, koja ox 2003 e cyauja Ha
YcraBuuor cyp. IlpetxopHo, TpajkoBcka Oenie Ha (hyHKIUUTE, IPpETCEfaTeN Ha

I pskaBHata nzbopna komucuja (JJUK), pakoBoguren Ha CeKTOpOT 32 YOBEKOBU
paBa BO MUHUCTEPCTBOTO 32 Ha/[BOPELIHN paOOTH, U TIOMOIIHAK HA MUHUCTEPOT 3a
BHATpEIIHU pabOTH.

OO0pakajku ce Ha HacoOpaHuTe Ha [Inomranor XBuesnocnasoso Bo bpaTucnasa, Ha
24 pespyapu, npercegarenot bym pede: “IleHec, co Hac € ¥ rpyna UCKITYYUTEITHA
Maxu 1 xeHu of] llenrpanna u Mcrouna EBpona, kou ja Bogat 6opbata 3a cinodopa Bo
CBOMTE TaTKOBUHM U KOU ce IOUNUTYBaHU BO cBeTOT. Bu noxenysame noOpenojue. Bu
OnarofapuMe 3a IPUMEPOT IITO IO laBaTe, KaKo U 3a BallaTa XxpaOpocCT U
NOXPTBYBAHOCT.”

IIpercegarenor by gopane: “YekopeweTo HaNpes Ha MaTOT Ha ciiobojarTa
npeTcTaByBa KOHIIEHTpUpaHa pabora Ha rerepaiuu. . .Ha kpajor, MOBUKOT Ha
cnobopaTa gonupa Ao cekoj noepunen. EneH neH, 3amoxkoOarta 3a ciodopa Ke ce
OJ[pa3u BP3 CUTE HAPOJAM U CUTE JpKaBU.”

3a npupoHecoT Ha cyaujkaTa TpajkoBcKa, COONIITEHUETO O MEAUYMUTE BO BPCKa CO
cpenbara Ha lllaMmnmonuTe Ha cro6ofaTa BENH:

Hooexa 6ewe upeiticeoaitien na [IMUK, itiaa xpabpo ce ciipotuusciiasu Ha 3axkanuite u
3auAauLy8arbaitia 00 CIpaHa Ha Mo 2ZauHUOW MUHUCILED 34 BHATUPeUwHU paboiti, Koj
ce 0buoe 0a ja pucuau 0a 2u aacugurysa pedyaiiaitiuitie 00 dapaameHilapHuilie
uzbopu 60 2002 80 iioasa Ha eaadeaukaitia iapitiuja. Tpajxoecka 006u Oa tioilywinu
Ha 3aciipaulysaraila, a eaadeaukaitia iapitiuja beue iiobederna Ha usbopuitie, Kou 00
meZyHapooHuitie HabbyOysadu bea oueHeilio Kako ca0600Hu u ¢ep. Ha itioj Hauun,
iiaa 20 3ajakHa HezasucHuoiu cinaiyc Ha JIUK xaxo u uHitiezpuilieitioin Ha
demoKpaiickuoi cucitiem 80 MakeooHuja.

Mefry ppyrute llamnnonu Ha cnobopaTa, Kou ce CpeTHaa co npercegaresnoT by 6ea
u: Upuna KpacoBckaja, ocHoBau u nmpeTcefaTels Ha OenopyckaTa gponganuja, Ce
ceKaBaMe, KOja Taa ja OCHOBAIIIE 10 NCYE3HYBAETO HA HEJ3MHUOT COIPYT CO LE Aa
Oapa npasja 32 NCYE3HATUTE U CUTE APYTU XXPTBU HA MOIUTHYKA PENPECH]a;
rpy3uckuot npatenuk [lopn bokepua, Koj e coocHOBa4 Ha HeBIaUHATA
opranu3anuja, MHCTUTYT Ha cnobopara, Koja ce OOpHU 3a OCTBapyBame Ha YOBEKOBUTE
npaBa u cino6opa Ha neyatoT; Comwa JIuxt, fupekTop Ha 6enrpagcknoT Poxp 3a
NONUTHYKA UCKIyuuTenaHocT; 1 Hatanuja [IMUTpyK, IpeBeyBay 3a ja3uKOT HA
FOBOPHHUTE 3HAIM BO Y KpanHCKaTa Jip>KaBHA TEJIEBU3H]ja - HEJ3UHUTE XpaOpu
MIOCTAIIK! Ha IporpaMara BO JKHBO IO (pajicupuKyBaHUTE NPETCENATEICKHA N300pH BO
HoemBpu 2004 ru nHCnIMpUpaa HOBUHAPUTE U rpafaHuTe MIUPYM Y KpaunHa.

HHEH



